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1. IN FIGHTING BETWEEN RIVAL US AIRCRAFT COMPANIES FOR 
PIA WIDE- BODIED JET ORDER HAS INTENSIFIED OVER PAST 
WEEKS AS PIA PURCHASE DECISION SUCCESSIVELY POSTPONED. 

MOST RECENT BLOW STRUCK BY BOEING WAS " EDITORIAL" COMMENT 
IN ALL LEADING NEWSPAPERS BY RETIRED AIR MARSHAL AND 
FORMER MANAGING DIRECTOR PIA, NUR KHAN, WHICH THROUGH 
WHAT APPEARS TO CONGEN AS TENDENTIOUS REASONING, STRONGLY 
ADVOCATED PURCHASE BOEING 747. ( KHAN' S ARGUMENTS WERE 
ESSENTIALLY THAT TO BE PATRIOTIC PAKISTANI ONE MUST THINK 
OPTIMISTICALLY ABOUT FUTURE OF PIA AND IF ONE THINKS 
OPTIMISTICALLY, THEN BOEING 747 IS THE AIRCRAFT TO BUY.) 
DOUGLAS HAS DECIDED NOT TO REPLY DIRECTLY TO THIS ARTICLE 
BUT CONTINUES ADVERTISING CAMPAIGN IN LOCAL PRESS AS DOES 
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BOEING. 

2. WHILE BOEING AND DOUGLAS SLUG IT OUT ON PROPAGANDA 
FRONT, WE UNDERSTAND THAT PRESIDENT BHUTTO MET SATURDAY 
APRIL 7, WITH EIGHT- MAN TOP- LEVEL DELEGATION FROM PIA 
HEADED BY MANAGING DIRECTOR RAFIQ SAIGOL. SESSION WAS 

TO HAVE LASTED TWO HOURS AND TO HAVE LED TO FINAL DECISION 
CONCERNING AIRCRAFT PURCHASE. MEETING REPORTEDLY 
INTERRUPTED HOWEVER AFTER 20 MINUTES OWING URGENT 
PARLIAMENTARY DEVELOPMENT CONCERNING CONSTITUTION WHICH 
REQUIRED ATTENTION OF PRESIDENT. AFTER MEETING BROKE UP 
PRESIDENT BHUTTO REPORTED TO HAVE EXPRESSED CONCERN TO 
SAIGOL OVER RUMORS CONCERNING BRIBERY WHICH HAVE INCREASED 
DESPITE KLM- LUFTHANSA STUDIES ( SEE REFTEL) WHICH 
ALLEGEDLY SUPPORTED PIA PURCHASE RECOMMENDATION. 

3. ACCORDING FURTHER REPORTS FROM TRADE SOURCES, RAFIQ 
SAIGOL MADE SECOND TRIP TO ISLAMABAD EARLY THIS WEEK TO 
CONTINUE DISCUSSION AIRCRAFT PURCHASE WITH PRESIDENT. 

ON APRIL 10, PIA PLANNING DIRECTOR HUSAIN, WHO CLOSE 
CONFIDANT OF SAIGOL, TOLD DPO FINAL DECISION TO BE MADE 
BY PRESIDENT ON APRIL 17. HE INTIMATED FURTHER THAT 

AMONG VARIOUS OPTIONS, WHICH INCLUDE PURCHASE WIDE- BODIED 
AIRCRAFT, PURCHASE USED 707 S OR POSTPONEMENT ANY 
PURCHASE FOR YEAR OR MORE, DECISION WILL BE MADE 
TO PURCHASE WIDE- BODIED AIRCRAFT. HUSAIN SEEMED 
ASSURED AND OPTIMISTIC ON THIS POINT. 

4. COMMENT: ALTHOUGH PIA HAS AVOIDED GIVING ANY 
INTIMATION TO CONGEN OR OTHERS WITH WHOM WE HAVE 
CONTACT CONCERNING WHICH AIRCRAFT IT WISHES TO PURCHASE, 

WE BELIEVE THAT, DESPITE PRESSURE FROM MILITARY AND 
OTHERS FOR LARGER 747, COMPANY HAS FIXED ON DC 10 AS 
MOST ECONOMIC WIDE- BODIED AIRCRAFT, GIVEN PRESENT PIA 
GROWTH PROIECTION S . 

TIGER 
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